








S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y B Y D E S I G N

Alaska is thousands of miles away from large

industrial sources of pollution. These distances,

combined with the earth’s patterns of circulation

of water and air, help to ensure that Alaska’s own

waters are among the cleanest in the world.

Alaska’s population density is nearly the lowest

of any in the United States, and is lower than most

places in the world. Alaska has very little heavy

industry, and development activities such as energy

production, mining, road building, logging, and

sewage treatment are subject to myriad protective

regulations at the federal and state levels.

The federal government and the State of

Alaska work closely together to monitor and protect

this pristine environment. Through these multiple

layers of governmental regulatory oversight, Alaska’s

aquatic habitats and ecosystems are protected

from the impacts of development activities.

The State of Alaska’s fish habitat protection

statutes date back to statehood, and reflect

Alaskans’ belief that fish species and habitats are

assets that must be protected from unnecessary or

inadvertent disturbance or destruction from human

activities, in order to continue to produce social

and economic benefits for generations to come.

Alaska’s marine habitats are protected from

the impacts of commercial fishing as well. Marine

Protected Areas (MPAs) are established to protect

ecological structure and function, locate control

sites for scientific research studies, conserve

benthic (bottom) habitat, protect vulnerable stocks,

and preserve cultural resources. Over 40 MPAs

include almost all federal waters off Alaska, plus

most state waters where commercial fishing occurs.

All of the MPAs prohibit the use of certain fishing

gear on a seasonal or year-round basis. Of these,

31 MPAs prohibit either all commercial fishing or all

bottom contact gear, such as trawls.

The State of Alaska’s fish habitat

protection statutes date back to statehood.

The Endangered Species Act lists Steller sea lions as “threatened,” and NMFS and NPFMC have taken measures to prevent harmful

interaction between sea lions and commercial fishing operations. Approximately 58,000 square nautical miles of the Bering Sea, Aleutian

Islands, and Gulf of Alaska have severe restrictions on the timing and type of fishing that may be conducted near sea lion habitat.

H A B I TA T P R O T E C T I O N



R E S O U R C E M A N A G E M E N T

Alaska’s approach has been validated in several

ways. For example, the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s

Seafood Watch lists wild-caught Alaska salmon as the

only salmon to earn a “Best” rating. And all five species

of Alaska salmon appear on the “Smart Choices” list

of Seafood Choices Alliance. Several other species of

Alaska fish appear on both lists, too.

The Pew Ocean Commission, in an independent

national fisheries management review published in

2003, praised the North Pacific Fishery Management

Council (NPFMC) for its conservative approach to

groundfish fisheries management, particularly its

extensive use of at-sea observers and its conservative

Total Allowable Catch.

The 2006 reauthorization of the Magnuson-

Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act—

which governs all of the regional fishery

councils—includes a number of provisions modeled

after the NPFMC.

Three particular provisions modeled after the

NPFMC were:

1) Giving greater attention to the structure of the

Scientific and Statistical Committees (SSC), and how

those bodies are used for independent assessment

of the science underlying harvest quotas.

2) Establishing firm annual catch limits (“hard TACs”),

whose determination is based on better science.

3) Improving accountability for how those catch

limits are monitored.

More than a decade ago, the Food & Agriculture

Organization (FAO) of the United Nations officially

declared its Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries.

This Code has become recognized internationally as a

template for sound fisheries management, and it is

used by other organizations that wish to evaluate the

management of fisheries. Interestingly, Alaska has

always met or exceeded the principles and criteria of

the FAO Code.

R E C O G N I T I O N

Alaska’s system of precautionary,

sustainable fisheries management meets

or exceeds the requirements of outside,

third-party certifiers or endorsements.



S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y B Y D E S I G N

The fisheries are not just a source of

income. They are a way of life, representing a

relationship with the land and sea and the

connection with the fishing culture that defines

the community. Members of the communities

know that they cannot continue to exist as

fishermen without a willingness to help enforce

the sustainability practices mandated by the

state. This commitment ensures that Alaska

seafood will continue to be provided as a

responsible seafood choice, and that Alaskans

can continue a cherished lifestyle.

Thousands of families make their living from

the resources of Alaska’s rugged 34,000 miles of

sparsely populated coastline. In fact, fishing and

seafood processing employ more people than

any other industry in Alaska. Family-owned

businesses challenge the sea in order to harvest

its abundant catch. For example, in the South-

eastern Alaska town of Petersburg about 470 of

the 3,100 residents (15%) hold commercial fishing

permits. A still larger number, while not directly

fishing themselves, rely on the fishing industry

through support services and other businesses

that provide for the fleet. For some families in

rural Alaska, commercial fishing is earned income

for an entire year.

Raised in the tradition of fishing and

steeped in an intimate relationship with the sea,

Alaskans understand the need to protect and

maintain the fisheries and the surrounding habitat

for future generations.

Entire communities have been intimately

involved with the harvesting and processing of

Alaska’s commercial catch for generations.

To learn more about Alaska seafood sustainability, please log on to www.alaskaseafood.org. In addition, download the “Checklist

for fisheries resource management issues seen from the perspective of the FAO Code of Conduct for responsible fisheries”.
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